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Mr. Ed Hastey “Nw,. S 1',,,.-' Smum:y by ‘
State Director T e ™ ) '
Bureau of Land Management \» & -
2800 Cottage Way, Room. E~2841 3/6342?57
Saoramento, CA 95825 '
Re: Atlas Asbestos Mine Site ’Vz/fi?‘

Property Owned by Bureau of Land Management
Coalinga, California

Dear Mr. Hastey:

I would like to express my appreciation for you and your
staff taking the time to meet with John Wise and EPA staff
oh August 31, The meeting was very informative for both
BLM and EPA.

As we discussed, the Atlas Ashestos Mine (located near
Coalinga, California) has been designated as a Superfund site
by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) under the
Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability
Act of 1980, 42 U.5.C, 9601 et. seq. (CERCLA). fhis létter
informs you about the Superfund process in general, EPA's |
‘actions at the Atlas Asbestos mine, and BLM's status as & !
responsible party. |

_....Once an area is designated.a Superfund.site,.the £followdag. . wommmwm o
process 'is implemented. First, the site is thoroughly investigated
in order to quantify the amount of hazardous material at the
site and to quantify the risk that the material poses to the
community. Activities which eliminate or minimize the risk
will also be identified at that time. This activity is called
the Remedial Investigation/feasibility Study (RI/FS). After
the RI/FS is completed, EPA will decide which cleanup remedy is

neededs Once the ¢leanup remedy has beéen chosen, It 1s designed
and Ilmplemented. The entire procegs may take several years,

30 If an immediate health threat is discovered, emergency
response actions can also be taken to eliminate or minimize

the threat.
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EPA is currently conducting the RI/FS at the Atlas Asbestos
site pursuant to Section 104 of CERCLA, and will continue
such activities unlegs ws determine that a responsible
party will properly conduct the study in a manner consletent
with the National Contingency Plan (Title 40, Code of Federal
Regulations, Part 300) and EPa's RI/FS guidances,

Responsible parties under CERCLA include current and
past land owners and operators, as well as persons who generate
the hazardous substances or were involved in their transpoert,

treatment, or disposal. ﬂﬁﬁédfﬁﬁ‘ﬁﬁﬁliujregcrgg,gqnﬁégniﬁg;ﬁ

3

pwnerﬁhiﬁ'ﬁf*ﬁhé*ﬁifﬁ}'ﬂ?ﬂ"bélievésfihht“BLM@m&Ymhﬁﬁa,téﬂpﬁhsLble

party. (More specifically, these records show that the Bureay
lof 'Land Management owns the Atlas Asbestos site. /

Under Bection 106(a) and 107(a) of CERCLA, réspongible:
\partles may be required to implement any needed responsa
it0 a reledase or threatened rélease of a hazardous substance
to the environment, and be may liable for expenditures for
ih?é&tig&tidn,"ﬁlaﬁhiﬂg}"dleéﬁup‘cf”thé'Hite;tand”enfor¢ement.;
With the reauthorization and amendment of CERCLA on October
17, 1986, these requirements have taken on hnew significance.
For the first time, it is explicitly clear that/¥Fedaral >
Agencies are required to 1ﬁﬁléﬁéﬂt]GERCLA'prﬂgf&mSZat"all*NELf
gltes in a manner consistent with all EPA guldelines, rules,
regulations and criterla (see CERCLA Section 120)., By this
letter, EPA notifies BLM of potential liability with regard .
(to this matter and encourages BLM to assist EPA in undertaking
khe RI/FS and prepare for undertaking cleanup activities .
which will be overmeen by EPA, ;

EPA has determined that a release of hazardous substances,
ag defined by Sectlion 101(14) of CERCLA, has ccourred at- the
Atlas facility., At the present time,/ashestos, chromium, and-
other metals have heen found in soil, air and surface watern

‘samples &t the slte. [The aite has been identified as a:

(probable source of waterborne asbestos in the California
[Agueduct and as a source of amblent asbestos in air samplés;
:taken near the gite and in the town of Coalinga. [As @ result;

—of SUol_contamination, Users_of surfage waters-of Los Gatos

Creek; Callfornia Aqueduct users, residents of Coalinga;
tHuronaandJAvenaleandhwiidlifemrn“the“areafmay“pbteﬁtiEII?“Eﬁﬁ
lexposed to the contaminants in levels harmful to human health .
or the environment. 1In addition, the potential exists for
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@irect public exposure to highly contaminated soils and/or.
surface waters in unsecured areas of the gite.

EPA" 18 now considering further response actions in the area.
This letter invites BLM to participate in these activities by ;
AAAiAting FPA. Btudies which muse be conducted to addrass
ithe 'situation at the Atlas Asbéstos site indlude:

1. Further investigations t¢ identify thé local’
, meterological and geclaglcal characteristics and
(to define theé nature and extent of soll, air and
surface water contamination at the slte; jand,

2. Feagibility studies to evaluate possible remedial
| actions to remove or contain hazardous substances; -
pollutants; and ¢ontamifiantd at the site. '
(During and/or after completion of the above studies; BLM .
may be asked to undertake, or may be liable for, implementation .
lof corrective measures necessary to protect the public health, '
lwelfare, or the environment, Such measures may include, but are
hot-limited-tos

1. Divorting streams around the mining overburden and
tailings piles to reduce erosion;

2. Designing and implementing the EPA-approved |
final remedy; jand

3. Providing any monitoring and maintenance ;
rnecessary-after-renmedial measurés—are - com—;
ipleted,

In addition, E¥PA would like ¢s discuss having BLM luplemeit
iaterim corrective measures to secured the site in order te
{prevent any contaat with-any hazardous substances that may be
present at the site, : 8pecifically, EPA would like BIM to /
ingtall at least a 6-foot high locked pipe panél gate aorose
{all“ab&ess'rba&s,“get*deep-inﬂconareté'during'Nﬁvempér,,1987} rﬁ%@

(To further red: - potential for uhauthorized people to .~

RSN % <5 B 1

aln-access to the-site, wsigns-should be posted onm the Toad = ~
Ipading to the site that give o warning of the asbestos wasle'

per EPA's specifications. These signs should be at least 4 by

3 feet in size and should be in English and Spanish. |
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A3 we discussed, EPA would like to meet regarding these
dasues with you or your staff s0.that EPA and BLM can have a’
futual understanding of how BLM will participate in future
vinvestigations and cleanup activities. A ¢commitiment to
wemaln aonsistent with EPA RI/FS guidances and policies must:

{be made  through an interagency agreement., To that and, my ]
gtafg w}ll;be~aanding you & draft interagency agresment in- A
Octobari

.‘; PRy ]
"'(,a' ﬂ\s

\Wa”would"appreciate~a“rasponsey-in-writingy-witnin~20"; afls

tcalendar days from receipt of this letter, indicating BLM's- O
#/x17iwillingﬁéss“tbpartbcipate in the RI/FS. EPA may later / = °

tinyite BLM to undértake the design and implementation of the

iselected remedy upon our completion of the RI/FS. ; ’

In your lettar, plesse indicate the appropriate BIN '
(Project Manager name, address, and telephone number for
further coentact. Your letter should be sent tat

Jennlfer Dacker

Toxice and Waste Management Division
Mail Code T—-4-3

U.s. EPA, Regiﬂn 9

215 Fremont Street

S8an Francisoo, CA 94105

In addition to this notificatlion, EPA would like to obtain -
(certain information from {ou to assist us in the RI/FS. .
. We are interesled iun any lnformation that you have on the
following:

EIQ"Tha-totaimﬁblHMEfdﬁ”&SBﬁﬁﬁéa}.ih”cuﬁlcmﬁétQESi“and;
pheWM§ﬁh§dﬁ7H&§ﬁ'tqu§héf&ﬁ§j store, treat;, dispose
‘of y or otherwise handle the asbestos, and when ang
where thig sctivity nommrred, jPlease desoribd
Jocationsaw precisely as possible; e.g., for on-site
activities, gpecify whare on the site the activity,
ook place. This informition should inglude, but

not be limited to, informaticn pertaining to ponds,.

- Tranks—or-other—units which were hintorically used to- -
store or dispose of hazardous substances but which
ino longer exiet, and information, ingluding correspon-
flance hetween BLM, tho Ablas Asbestes Company oo
(other parties, pertainlng to any wastes which were -
Uor-are now belng discharged from the mine faclility
into s pund or other areds within the adjacent
property.
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2. [Any phntographs, mapl, or dlagrams, regardless of '
{their date, which are-in the possession of BLM or- AV
~any of its divisions or ¢ontractors, which show the PR
rmine fagility, adjacent areas of the neighboring 4
" mill, drainage patterns, or areas on which hazardoua_‘
Bubstances have been or may be located inecluding.
{transportation to off~site areas. .

3. 'The ldentity of ‘any other person or pexsons, as | o
@efinsd in CERCLA Section 101(21), who you believe Y4
\ may have any information, documents, or other materials = . .
‘addressed in the preceeding three paragraphs, and a . SR
brief description of the information you believe ) '

they may have.

In responding to the above request, pleass describeé the;
types of records that were maintained by BLM, Aneluding the
‘date of the recordas, the author of the records, the currant
Jdocatiofi of the records, and the currént custodian and all
afforta that were taken to identify these records. If, if
iresponding to the above request, information was abtained thy'ough
femployée interviews, indicate so in your letter and provmde K
the names of the employees interviewed. We would appreciate’
recelving your fesponseé to this request for additional infgrmatlan -

as soon as pesslble, but within 30 days would be very helpful ;
fE0 uB. - i

We look foward to working closely with the BLM staff
in the future. Should you have any questions regarding the
site or this letter, please feel free %o contact Jennifer
Decker, the Remedial Project Manager, at (415} 974-8161 or

myself at (415) 974=-7460.

Eingerely,

AV eus

Jaff Zelikson

Acting Director
Toxigs & Waste Management Division
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John Wise, Deputy Regional Administrator

Jon Wacter, Office of Regional Counsel, EPA Reglon 9
Jennifer Decker, Remedial Project Manager, EPA Region §
Director, Qffice of Waste Programs Enforcement, EPA
Jeanine Jones, California Department of Health Services
Gary Carozza, Fresno County Health Department/APCD
Lonnie Wazs, Regional Water Quality Control Board
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